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THE ELKS PASO NEWS 
EXALTED RULER’S MESSAGE 

May is blooming at the Elks! 
 This month the lodge is bursting with flow-
ers, fun, and all the pretty things that make our 
Elk family shine. We’ve packed the calendar with 
exciting events for EVERYONE — charity events, 
seasonal celebrations, ritual nights, fun dinners, and so much more. 
 Just showing up for even ONE event helps keep the heart of Elkdom beating 
strong in our community. Your presence matters. Your energy matters. YOU matter. 
 We work hard to make sure there’s something for every Elk to enjoy — 
laughter, fellowship, purpose, and those “only at the Elks” moments we all love. 
 So come on over and enjoy everything you have access to as part of this 
amazing fraternity. This is YOUR lodge. YOUR family. YOUR place to belong. 
 Dues Reminder — Let’s Keep Our Lodge Thriving! 
If your dues are past due, no stress — just swing by, call, or hop on the website to 
take care of it. Paying dues is honestly one of the most powerful ways you support 
the lodge. It keeps our programs running, our doors open, and our community im-
pact strong. 
 Even if you can’t make it to every event, your dues 
alone help fuel all the great things we do for El Paso. It’s 
your quiet but mighty contribution to the mission of the 
Elks. 
 May your month be bright, your events be fun, and 
your dues be paid. 
 
Your Exalted Ruler 
Rosie 

“fraternal organization” 

Established  May 23, 1891 

Official Bulletin of El Paso (Texas) Lodge No. 187 

2278 Trawood STE C/D 

 El Paso, TX 79935 

Phone: (915)532-4441 

Email: elpaso187@gmail.com 

Web site: https://www.elpasoelks187.org/ 

May 2026 

New Mexico Elks Association 

See what's happening around   

NMEA SW District this 

month. 

Click here 

Click Here 

to  

read 

https://www.elpasoelks187.org/
https://www.facebook.com/ElPasoElksLodge187/
https://www.instagram.com/elpasoelkslodge187/
https://twitter.com/elpasoelks187
https://nmelks.com/
https://nmelks.com/
https://nmelks.com/
https://www.elks.org/grandlodge/files/2026-05.pdf
https://www.elks.org/grandlodge/files/2026-05.pdf
https://www.elks.org/grandlodge/files/2026-05.pdf
https://www.elks.org/grandlodge/files/2026-05.pdf
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Secretary’s Message 

Members, 
      Exciting events are coming your way, and we 
want you to be part of the fun! We need your help 
to make these occasions truly special. 
 Mark your calendars: on May 8 at 6:30, join 
us for a Mother’s Day Ritual—mothers eat free 
with an RSVP. 
 Join us on May 12 for a heartwarming picnic 
with our veterans from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
 Kick off your morning on May 17 with a deli-
cious breakfast fundraiser starting at 10. 
 Celebrate America’s incredible 250th anni-
versary with the Freedom Truck mobile museum on May 22, 23, and 24. A special 
shoutout to member Donna Juarez for securing our spot in this patriotic event. Check 
the flyer for all the details. 
 Honor and remember those who made the ultimate sacrifice with us at a 
wreath-laying ceremony on May 23 at 8:30 a.m. 
 Support the Memorial Day Forgotten Veterans Ceremony at Concordia Ceme-
tery on May 25, 2026. 
 Don’t miss our Sip and Paint fundraiser on May 30, and save the date for a 
milestone celebration—our 135th anniversary—on June 6 at noon. We’ll also be rec-
ognizing and appreciating all our members! 
 Wrap up the month with the Flag Day ritual at Flags Across America on June 14. 
 We’re looking forward to celebrating these meaningful moments with you! 
Save the dates: 

• May 4— 6:30 — Membership meeting; 7:00 — House and Board meetings 

• May 14 — Lodge Meeting at 7:00 
See you there! 
 
 

Cheryl Kelly 
Secretary 

El Paso Lodge #187 Officers 
For 2026-2027 

Exalted Ruler . . . . . . . . . . . . .Rosie Pena 
Leading Knight . . . . . . . . . . .Henry Davis 
Loyal Knight . . . . . . . . . . . . .John Gomez 
Lecturing Knight . .Jermaine Henderson 
Secretary . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . .Cheryl Kelly 
Treasurer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Arturo Vega 
Inner Guard . . . . . . . . . . . . . Laurie Maly  
Esquire . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .Bobby Salazar 
Chaplain . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Noel Knight  
Tiler . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . Vacant 
      Board Members 
1 year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Gladys Vega 
2 year . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  . . Tori Scott 
3 year . . . . . . . . . . . . . Karen Henderson 
4 year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Carmen Graham 
5 year . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Josie Davis 
     Past Exalted Rulers - Officers 
PER President . . . . . . . . . . . Joe Gallegos 
PER. Secretary/Treasure .Juan Sandoval 

Also a friendly reminder to 
please to visit 
www.elpasoelks187.org 
where you can RSVP & pay 
for events, donate, pay 
dues, buy t-shirts and 
more!!  
Thanks!!  

http://www.elpasoelks187.org
https://www.elpasoelks187.org/online-store
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Leave your membership doubts behind 

 When it’s time to renew your Elks membership, a question may cross your mind: 
Does my membership really matter? 
 Yes. It does. So leave your doubt at the door. 
 When you walk into your Lodge, you walk into a place where veterans are honored, 
children are protected, and communities are lifted. You stand shoulder to shoulder with 
Elks across this nation—past, present, and future—who believe in service, compassion, 
and doing the right thing. 
 Your membership is not symbolic. It feeds families. It funds scholarships. It supports 
veterans. It changes lives. 
 You may not always see the impact—but it’s there, every day, in every community 
we serve.  
 Being an Elk means showing up. It means caring. It means belonging to something 
bigger than yourself. 
 So, renew with pride. Move forward with confidence. You are an Elk. And that 
matters. Leave your doubt at the door. 

A special time slot on Saturday, May 23 at 11:00 has been ex-

clusively reserved for Elks, their families, and friends! We just 

need to know if you'll be joining us and how many will attend. 

Let's make this a unforgettable celebration of America's 250th 
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WOW—time is flying! 
  We are nearly halfway through the year, 
and it’s incredible to see the impact we’ve made 
together in such a short time. 
 
 We are proud and excited to share that we 
have officially received the Elks National Foundation $10,000 Im-

pact Grant, and successfully completed our 2nd Quarter Toiletry Distribution Drive. 
 
 In honor of Youth Month, this quarter’s efforts focused on supporting children 
and families in crisis. Through this initiative, we provided essential hygiene items—
such as toilet paper, shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste, and toothbrushes—to six 
outstanding local organizations: 

• Advocacy Center for Children 

• Center Against Sexual and Family Violence 

• Child Crisis Center 

• Ciudad Nueva 

• Lee & Beulah Moor Children’s Home 
Total TTP Community Impact (April): $7,333.75 in essen-
tial toiletries distributed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://vimeo.com/382520627
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Gratitude & Community Impact 

 We are incredibly grateful to the Elks National Foundation (ENF) for their continued trust and 

support of our TTP program. Because of their support, our Lodge has been able to serve thousands of 

individuals and families over the years, while strengthening our presence and purpose here in the El 

Paso community. 

 A heartfelt THANK YOU to our amazing TTP Q2 team: 

• Teddy & Cheryl for loading and unloading donation boxes 

• Teddy & Shirley for delivering toiletries to our nonprofit partners 

 Your dedication truly makes this mission possible.  

Why the TTP Program Matters 

 WHY it matters:  Our mission is simple yet powerful—to improve 

health, dignity, and safety within our community. Access to basic hygiene is 

essential in preventing illness and promoting overall wellness. 

 HOW we make an impact:  We provide critical toiletry items to those 

in need—serving seniors, families, veterans, youth, and children. These are everyday essentials that 

many of us take for granted, yet they make a profound difference in someone’s life. 

 Beyond physical health, our efforts also support mental and emotional well-being. Feeling clean 

and cared for can boost confidence, restore dignity, and provide comfort during difficult times. 

 Whether it’s a child at school or a veteran facing hardship, something as simple as hygiene can 

change how someone feels about themselves—and their future. 

 How You Can Help 

We continue to ask for donations of: 

• Toilet paper 

• Toothbrushes & toothpaste 

• Body soap 

• Shampoo & conditioner 

 Every donation—big or small—helps us extend our reach. 

 We also encourage all members to get involved. Whether you donate supplies or volunteer 

your time, your contribution truly matters. 

 Your generosity, time, and commitment are the foundation of this program’s success. Together, 

we are making a difference and lasting impact in our community. 

 Let’s continue to build on this momentum and make 2026 even more remarkable—together.  

Because at El Paso Elks Lodge #187, we don’t just say it—we live it:  Making a 

Difference - Together!   

 

Respectfully, 

Tori Scott 

El Paso Elks Lodge #187 
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2026 ELKS LODGE 

187 ANNUAL Fund-

raising Highlights…

(MARK YOUR CAL-

ENDARS!) 

Your participation helps fuel 

everything we do—supporting 

our Lodge, our programs, and 

our community. 
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Summer Fun, Food & 

Fundraising at El Paso 

Elks Lodge #187 (June–

August) 

As the temperatures rise in El Paso, so 

does the energy at your Lodge! 

From June through August, we’re turn-

ing up the fun with our summer 

theme: 

“It’s 5 O’Clock Somewhere” – 

Beach Vibes All Summer Long!  

Think laid-back evenings, great food, 

cool drinks, and even better company. 

Whether you're a longtime member or 

bringing a guest for the first time, Fri-

day nights at the Lodge are your go-to 

summer hangout. 

Friday Night Dinner Lineup – 

Something for Everyone!  

Only $12 per person – incredible value, 

great food, and community connection.  
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Stand up Elk! 
 Thank you, Henry, for being the new representative for 
Ambrosio Guillen Texas State Veterans Home. A big shout 
out to Bruce Greigo for the many years as the representa-
tive. 
 Our lodge donated 5 laptops and 

through the VAVS 
program Henry 
was able to get 
them flags, cam-
era and baskets. 
Together serving 
veterans. 

Our lodge members lit up with 
happiness as we hosted an East-
er egg hunt for some extraordi-
nary children—truly a day of 
love, hope, and togetherness. 
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Welcome 

Home Kits! 

Thank you!

ER Rosie, 

Shirley Celia 

and Henry 

went  shop-

ping and de-

livering them. 

We proudly honor Sal with an Outstand-

ing Service Commendation for giving so 

much of himself to our lodge. From 

Trunk or Treat to mastering the grill at 

our 2025/2026 fundraisers, Sal brings 

heart, flavor, and fun to every event. And 

we celebrate Marissa too — because her 

support and involvement help make all 

that magic possible. Thank you both for 

making our Elks events exciting, deli-

cious, and un-

forgettable for 

members of all 

ages. 

We proudly commend Tori for bringing 

creativity, care, and fresh ideas to our 

lodge. Her Sip n Paint events have 

turned countless Elks into Picassos, and 

her leadership with our major project, 

TTP, has delivered meaningful support 

to veterans, children, and our entire 

community. Tori’s 

passion and dedica-

tion truly reflect the 

heart of what Elks 

do. We are grateful 

for everything she 

brings to our lodge. 
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We are truly grateful to the Christ Child 

Society for their generous donation of 

non-perishable 

goods, which will 

make a meaning-

ful difference in 

our community. 

We proudly honor Doctor Carmen Graham as 

our 2025/2026 Officer of the Year for leading 

our lodge with vision, heart, and unstoppable 

energy. Her work with the Board and her 

launch of our first Golf Tournament have truly 

put the Elks on the green and made our lodge 

shine. We also celebrate Mr. Ray Graham — 

her biggest fan and our longest‑standing Elk 

— whose passion and encouragement keep 

our Elk spirit strong. 

Together, Carmen and 

Ray are a powerhouse 

team whose dedica-

tion continues to 

make a real difference 

for our lodge and our 

community. 

We proudly honor Mr. Terrel as our Elk of 

the Year for his quiet determination and all 

the behind‑the‑scenes work that keeps 

our lodge shining. From upgrading the bar 

with beautiful lights to installing our new 

fridge for the delicious drinks we love, his 

touch is everywhere. And we celebrate 

Nikki, his amazing wife and our 

world‑class bartender, who keeps every-

one refreshed, wel-

comed, and ready for 

every event. Thank 

you both for every-

thing you do — you 

keep our lodge spar-

kling. 

We proudly honor John and Amy with 

the Stand Up Elk Award — a power-

house duo who joined us this 

2025/2026 year and immediately lifted 

our lodge with their energy and dedica-

tion. Whenever the lodge needs a 

boost, they jump in and get things 

looking amazing again. Their enthusi-

asm, teamwork, and 101% volunteer 

spirit have brought 

light, love, and heart 

to our lodge, and we 

are truly grateful for 

all they do. 
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Thank you, Ascarate Fish-
ing Club, for hosting our veterans—what 
a fantastic day! A special shout-out to Sal 
and Marissa for taking the day off work to 
fire up the grill and make it extra memo-

rable. 
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 Our first Elks month has flown by, and it was truly a fan-
tastic experience! We celebrated by installing new officers 
and packing away last year's offices to welcome a new year.  
 Rosie, Cheryl, Nikki, and Terrell joined me at Ft. Bliss to 
honor the Month of the “Military Child.” Cheryl and one of 
the soldiers taught flag folding techniques to the children, 
creating a memorable moment. 
   We have many fun activities coming up. Check your 
email for more information and support your lodge.  
 
Shirley Clere 
Youth Chair 
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The House Committee is seeking volun-
teers to assist with Friday Night Meals. 
If you're interested in helping out, your 
support would be 
greatly appreciated!  

Birthdays for January 

01Cameron Scott 

04Martha E. Gonzalez 

04Gilberto Mares 

06Jesse Mendoza 

06Amber M. Wightman 

07John Tierney 

08Aramis I. Ayala 

08Jose C. Gallegos 

10Juan Urbina 

12Jim Fashing 

14Christian Martin 

14Arturo Vega 

17Martha G. Garibay 

23Robert Flores 

26 Bobby Elliott 

27Shirley A. Clere 

 

 

 

May Birthdays 

 

 

 

 

The Benevolent and Protective 

Order of Elks of the USA has 

joined forces with Donate Life 

America to increase donations 

of organs, eyes and life-saving 

tissue. 

Become a donor today and 

save lives. 

Go to www.donatelive.com 

 

May 4  Joseph P. Casarez 
May 6  Manny Aguirre 
May 17  Aprille Cruz 
May 20  Omar Estrada 
May 21  Andrew Wilson Stokes 
May 22  Alexander P. Pustinger 
May 23  Donna Laverty 

 

 
  

Not sure how to help out in the Lodge? 
Please contact any of the following: 
TEAM COORDINATORS / CHAIRPERSONS 
Tori Scott, PR/Web/Social Channel Communications 
Christina Stokes , Audit Committee Chair 
Shirley Clere, Americanism & Drug Awareness 
Teddy & Jesus Martinez, Scholarships 
Horacio Porras & Shirley Clere, Youth Activities 
Bruce Griego,Lodge Bulletin 
Carl Dwyer, Hoop Shoot 
Bruce Griego, and Henry Davis, Veterans 
Rosie Pens  ENF 
Carmen Graham,   Indoctrination & Investigation 
Art Vega, Lodge Safety Inspector 
Nicole Gonzales,  Lounge Manager 
Cheryl Kelly, Charity Chair and Grant Coordinator 
Dr. Noel Knight, House Committee Chair 

https://vimeo.com/308791376
https://vimeo.com/308791376
https://vimeo.com/382065206
http://www.donatelife.net/
mailto:atorie@msn.com?subject=PR/Web/Social%20Channel%20Communications
mailto:saclare@aol.com?subject=Audit%20Committee%20Chair%20Americanism%20&%20Drug%20Awareness
mailto:liliamartinez48@hotmail.com,%20jmmarti1948@hotmail.com?subject=Scholarships
mailto:horacio.porras@gmail.com,%20saclare@aol.com?subject=Youth
mailto:griegomh@swbell.net?subject=Bulletin
mailto:jchicou@hotmail.com?subject=Lounge%20Manager
mailto:griegomh@swbell.net?subject=Veterans
mailto:greatjob13@aol.com?subject=Attention%20ENF%20Chair
mailto:jlmendoza9112@sbglobal.net
mailto:arturovega178@yahoo.com?subject=Attn%20Lodge%20Safety%20Inspector
mailto:gladysglherenandez@yahoo.com?subject=Lounge%20Manager
mailto:cherk27@aol,com?subject=Charity%20Chair%20and%20Grant%20Coordinator
mailto:noelknight407@yahoo.com?subject=Attn:%20House%20committee%20chair

